


The 2020-2021 school year at Blessed Trinity was unprecedented, if for no other reason than it can be summarized as an 
“in-person success.” The simple reality of coming together as a community of learning animated our efforts in the face 
of the ongoing impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.  We adapted our plans and models to allow teachers and staff to 
engage students at school, while asking our beloved families, friends, and volunteers to continue supporting us from 
afar.  Families felt the lingering impacts of a struggling economy, seeking creative ways to feed their families and pay bills, 
while supporting their children to attend BT.  We found grace and strength to work in completely different ways, while 
using new tools to remain connected with those inside and outside our school buildings.  We committed to each other, 
BT Tigers, always.   
 
As a result, it was a wonderful year together.  Our community welcomed 40 new students to Blessed Trinity, many  
seeking an opportunity to return to classrooms with their teachers and peers.  The experience was so positive that over 
90% of those students are returning to BT despite prior communities reopening.  In truth, only families moving out of 
the area caused these newest Tigers to move on.   
 
Our dedicated teachers and staff meet the needs of our students and the many modifications to our learning plan.  They 
are truly at the heart of what we do.  The instructional program and daily schedule adjusted to allow students to work in 
socially distanced ways, while staying within their own homeroom and small classroom cohorts.  While our primary plan 
was in-person instruction, several Tigers could not join us, some for an 
extended time or for shorter, necessary quarantines.  Teachers provided 
hybrid instruction either through an active online connection for our 4th
-8th grade students or individualized meetings with our K-3 absence 
learners. Without our dedicated tutors, they found time to work with 
individuals and provide extra support amidst additional health and  
cleaning restrictions.  All the while, our exceptional teachers and support 
staff engaged our families in providing for the many different needs  
outside school that might hold back our best learning.   
 
Our incredible donors, Changemakers, and BT Believers amazed us with 
their generosity from meeting matching challenges to becoming  
sustainers. Moreover, generous grant support and federal relief funding 
ensure that COVID impacted operational changes were covered. These 
investments, combined with the consistent support of our sponsoring 
parishes at Assumption, St. Peter’s and St. Richard’s, kept our students 
in school and provided the necessary learning and technology resources 
to help them succeed. Moreover, we are able to look ahead to further 
improvements for our students, including new dry-erase boards in  
classrooms, device upgrades, and the return of many beloved field trips.  



 
Our school board and parish leadership collaborated on exciting new opportunities for our Richfield Catholic community. As we 
move into the future with one pastor leading our parishes  and school, we are confident in our ability to plan together, engage new 
partnerships, and more fully live our mission to share our love of Jesus Christ with the world.  
 
Most importantly, our students came together and thrived. They adapted to each change while continuing to learn, grow, and  
deepen their connections with one another and with God. We are so proud of all their accomplishments as they continue to  
develop the gifts entrusted to them by God.  
 
It is a great blessing to focus my work on living our mission to be Clearly Catholic, Intentionally Inclusive, and Academically  
Excellent. This year brought new ways to work so that we could continue to live our calling as the parish school community of  
Assumption, St. Peters, and St. Richard, dedicated to developing to our greatest potential as images of God. Thank you for the  
incredible investments in our school, community and our students. 

God Bless and Go Tigers,  
 
 
 
 
Patrick O’Keefe 
Principal 



Please allow me to introduce myself – I am Fr. Jim Liekhus, new 
canonical administrator of Blessed Trinity and pastor of St.  
Richard, St. Peter and Assumption. I am thrilled with this  
assignment, because I firmly believe in the importance of strong 
Catholic schools. 
 
Blessed Trinity is an excellent example. It is easy for a private 
Catholic school to focus more on the “private” than the 
“Catholic.” Smaller class sizes, school uniforms and greater local 
control are wonderful things that we have in common with other 
private schools. What sets us apart is our faith in Jesus Christ. 
What sets us apart is our Catholicity, that all are welcome and  
included in our school, and encouraged to reach their God-given 
potential.   
 
This couldn’t happen without the generous support of our alumni, 
benefactors and parishioners. Blessed Trinity doesn’t exist without 
you, so thank you for your gifts and please continue to make 
Blessed Trinity a part of your charitable giving. 
 
I look forward to my years here in Richfield as our sponsoring 
parishes grow more closely together. May we continue to form our 
young people in the faith, and produce the next generation of  
disciples of Christ! 
 

 
Rev. Jim Liekhus 
Canonical Administrator 

The 2020-2021 school year provided Blessed Trinity tremendous challenges and wonderful opportunities.  The Blessed Trinity community rose to 
the challenges and took advantage of opportunities to stretch ourselves and discover new talents, new friends and new ways to thank God for His 
many gifts.  We could not accept these opportunities without your generous and loving prayers, time and financial support. 

It became more apparent as the school year continued that our mission was greatly advanced by bringing the Blessed Trinity community together, 
in-person.  The Blessed Trinity School Board continued to support our tremendous faculty, staff and administrative leadership as we developed our 
identity as an Archdiocesan-named St. Katherine Drexel Mission school. This designation, and support resource, allow us to commit to the full 
range of educational needs for our diverse student population.  These needs included assisting with providing food, connections to community 
programming, and other financial support for our families.  We are very grateful for you, our generous donors who enabled this assistance. 

Blessed Trinity will continue as one of the ministries strongly supported by our Richfield parishes at Assumption, St. Peter, and St. Richard. Over 
the last year, our entire Richfield Area Catholic Community has worked diligently to strengthen our bonds and plan for the future of our parish life 
and Catholic presence in Richfield.   On behalf of the School Board I extend my gratitude to all those who continue to invest in Blessed Trinity 
with their time, prayer and financial assistance.  It is with the support of so many, our parishes, alumni, benefactors, parents and others that allow 
us to provide opportunities for the next generation of Tigers to learn and grow in a welcoming, Christ-centered community. 

 
Annette Margarit, ‘69 
Blessed Trinity School Board Chair 
 



Beginning in the 2019-2020 school year, Blessed Trinity began a  
partnership with the Alliance for Catholic Education (ACE) Teaching 
Fellows program.  Based out of the University of Notre Dame, ACE 
Teaching Fellows forms talented, faith-filled college graduates to serve 
as teachers while pursuing graduate level work in education.  The  
program develops emerging educators with the skills and knowledge to 
transform Catholic school classrooms.  The two-year placement embeds 
teachers in Catholic schools surrounded by a network of teachers, men-
tors, and professional development. 
 
Mr. Lucas Masin-Moyer served BT teaching 5th grade social studies, 
religion, and english language arts and 6th Grade english language 
arts.  He passionately supported our students to develop their skills as 
readers and writers while digging deeper into historical events and their 
own understanding of the Catholic faith. While his own formation is 
calling him to further studies on education policy, Blessed Trinity is  
fortunate to continue the ACE Teaching Fellows partnership by  
welcoming Mr. Peter Doran for the 2021-2022 school year.  Mr. Doran 
will be joining the BT family from Omaha, NE and St. Louis University. 
Our classes of 2024 & 2025 are eager to welcome him to our  
community. 



Our Blessed Trinity students continued to demonstrate strong growth as 
measured by NWEA MAP assessments. This standardized test is normed 
against students across the country to measure achievement against  
learning standards as well as growth over time. While the primary results 
measure an individual student growing towards their own learning needs, 
we can also see how our students compare to same-aged peers across the 
country.  
 
The impact of a BT education is evident in the progress our students make 
over time, but most especially in our graduates.  The last four graduating 
classes (2017, 2018, 2019, 2021*) began their time at Blessed Trinity at or 
below the national average of their peers at the primary grades (K-2).  By 
the time they graduated, the class average reached the 79th percentile in 
Mathematics, 75th percentile in reading, 92nd percentile in Language, and 
87th percentile in Science.  Collectively, those BT graduates grew by 25 
points in Math (54th percentile to 79th percentile) and 21 points in  
Reading (54th to 75th).  The Class of 2021 demonstrated significant 
growth particularly across their middle school years, gaining 37 percentile 

points in math and 33 points in reading. 
 
As we welcome our diverse student population to school, we observe that many students begin their journey well below their 
peers.  This is true for our youngest Tigers beginning in kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade, as well as transfer students in our 
upper grades.  Over time, those students begin to close the gap on their BT peers by exceeding the average expected 
growth.  In looking to the future, in-person learning showed positive early results for our youngest Tigers.  The Classes of 
2028 (1st Grade) and 2029 (Kindergarten) both exceeded national averages in math (‘28: 61st percentile, ‘29: 71st) and  
reading (‘28: 86th, ‘29: 85th) at the end of the 2020-2022 school year.  This is a promising beginning that we look forward to 
tracking and enhancing as we welcome new classmates and continue their formation here at Blessed Trinity. 
 
 
 
 
 
*2020 Graduates could not complete NWEA MAP Assessments due the COVID-19 pandemic 
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Reading is the skill that unlocks learning across content, curriculum, and courses.  This essential development is a  
critical component and a significant focus of our Penn Campus learning plan for all students.  Our youngest tigers must 
learn to read, so they can continue to read to learn as they progress to Nicollet Campus and beyond. In national reading 
research, the importance of reading by 3rd grade is demonstrated as only 40% of students reading at grade level by third 
grade. Worse, the same research suggests that those failing to read by third grade struggle to ever catch up.  In serving 
our students well, 68% of BT students are reading at grade level by third grade and the percentages continue to increase 
through 8th grade graduation.  This is great news, but certainly not enough for those that continue to struggle with this 
foundation. 
 
In an effort to support the foundations of reading for all our students, Blessed Trinity is partnering with Believe and 
Read.  Believe and Read is a three-year partnership with Groves Academy powered by the Catholic School Center of 
Excellence to transform literacy instruction and increase foundational reading development in our K-3 students.  The 
program brings Groves Academy’s literacy methodology and curriculum with outstanding professional development 
and teacher coaching.   

 
Beginning in Fall 2021, literacy coaches from Groves Academy will 
partner with our teachers over three years to integrate Believe and 
Read into our instructional program.  This begins with our K-2  
teachers and students, adding third-grade in Fall 2022, before  
developing our BT team to train future instructors.  Instruction  
focuses on developing the key foundational skills of vocabulary,  
comprehension, and phonics-based lessons to engage  
students.  Teachers gain proficiency through weekly classroom  
support while monitoring student progress through regular literacy 
assessments.  
 
This is an exciting opportunity to enhance our literacy instruction. 
Our goal is to ensure every student at Blessed Trinity is at or above 
grade-level reading. Through this partnership, we are equipping our 
teachers to do their best work, while building the necessary skills for 
all our students to succeed.   



Each fall as the media reports on the achievement levels and test scores of Minnesota’s students, we review the  
results of the Richfield Public School District and individual schools nearby to see how Blessed Trinity students 
compare. 
 
Once again, the data for Blessed Trinity Tigers shows that they are achieving at higher levels than their peers. In  
particular, we look at our most recent graduating class as they are the students who have been at Blessed Trinity the 
longest. They exemplify what hard work, and an academically excellent Catholic education makes possible.  
 
We’ve seen amazing results, even during these trying times. The incredible community we provide, alongside  
exceptional academic preparation, has caused our community to grow. Families that previously would not have  
considered non-public school have found exactly what they are missing at Blessed Trinity. We’ve welcomed 48 new 
students to the 2021-22 school year...and counting. Currently, 35 of these students need help to fill the gap  
between what their families can pay, what foundation scholarships provide and the tuition costs.  
  
You can sustain these families and champion the mission of Blessed Trinity. We are looking for 35 families or  
individuals to give $100 or more per month to support these new Blessed Trinity Tigers. Your gift will welcome 
these students and their families into the loving care of Blessed Trinity. Let’s partner in lifting-up those families and 
putting a Catholic education within their reach.  

       Sign me up to become a Sustainer!       Amount/Month   $ _______ 

       One-time gift 

Name ___________________________________________   

 



2020-21 Income 

2% Fundraising 

31% Development 

7% Covid Specific Grants 

12% PPP Forgivable Loan 

2020-21 Expenses 

12% Parish Investment 

3% Extended Day & Summer Care 

3% Hot Lunch 

30% Tuition and Fees 

Total Expenses: 

$1,767,593 

Total Income: 

$1,988,567 

68% K-8 Staffing 

15% School Program & Activities 

9% Preschool Program 

3% Lunch Program 

4% Extended Day & Summer Care 

The De Grace family enrolled their oldest in 

preschool in 1997. This year they graduated 

their last #BTtiger Eva ‘21. They have been a 

part of the Blessed Trinity family for 24 years. 

In that time they have sent their five children 

through Blessed Trinity, on to Catholic high 

school (Academy of Holy Angels) and even 

Catholic university. That is a combined total of 

85 years (so far) of Catholic education for their 

children.  

Extraordinary leaders begin with a great 

Catholic Education.  

“We have experienced first hand the value of a Catholic 

education and the exceptional ways the Blessed Trinity teach-

ers have prepared our children for the journey ahead. ...In 

this extraordinary year, this amazing and unselfish group of 

teachers, has likely never worked harder nor managed as 

many distractions. We are forever grateful.”  

- Dan De Grace, father 



5% Asian 

6% African or African American 

13% Multiple Ethnicities 

35% Caucasian 

41% Hispanic 

Enrollment 

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2020-21 2019-20 

Kindergarten - 8th Grade Preschool 

Student Ethnicities 





Jose & Cecilia Abdenur 

Jerry & Lois Abraham 

Annette Adelmann 

Beth & Scott Alpaugh 

James & Laurie Amell 

Charles & Cathy Anhut 

Anonymous 

Ann Anton 

Aguedo Blanco & Hilda Abundez 

Hunter & Christina Bailey 

Joseph & Kathy Bartish 

Bernie & Diana Bauman 

Dan & Kim Becker 

Aaron & Maggie Becklin 

Daniel & Margie Bednarz 

Bob Behr 

Nathan & McKenzie Bergman 

Debbie Berman 

Bill & Judy Bertrand 

Terrance Bil Scherrer 

Tanya & Alan Bischof  

Susan Bitney 

Braxton Black 

William & Wedndy Blackburn 

Colleen Boerboom 

Paul & Kathleen Boldischar 

Greg & Ann Boser 

Jeff & Amy Boyle 

John & Kate Boyle 

Tom & Gail Boyum 

Nicholas & Madalyn Brady 

Justin & Terry Braun 

Charles & Michelle Breitsprecher 

John & Linda Breviu 

Elizabeth Bullock 

Mary Burgess 

Patty Burkemper 

Tim & Mary Beth Burns 

Steve & Sandi Busch 

Yvonne Butak 

Jeffrey & Lisa Caron 

Bob & Mary Carter 

Bob & Muriel Chakich 

Martha Connors 

Cathy Cory 

Robert Couillard 

Robert & Kimberly Crane 

Willard & Marjorie Crosby 

Kevin & Mary Curry 

Dan & Theresa De Grace 

Jose & Maria De Leon 

Chris & Amy DeCrans 

Patti DeMay 

Tim DeMay & Priscilla Lister 

Denny & Chris DeNio 

Lawrence DeNucci 

Mary Ellen DeNucci 

Patrick & Judy DeNucci 

Paul Dieser 

Ray Dillon 

Mike & Sandy Dimond 

John Dornik 

William & Naani Dornik 

Joe & Pam DuBay 

David & Denise Eckerman 

Sharol Eggenberger 

Jeremy & Jill Elfering 

Roxanne Elfering 

Elaine & Bob Elsen 

Michael & Joette Erb 

Dave & Diane Evenson 

Leah Eviston 

Donald & Veronica Fashant 

Kevin & Gwen Favero 

Ronald & Vernie Feldhaus 

Richard & Penny Fick 

Gary & Mary Fischbach 

Bill & Jenny Fitzgerald 

Jesse & Annie Foley 

Carmen Fragoso 

Robert & Kathleen Frerich 

Robert Frerich 

Jesse & Sara Fuls 

Mary Gagne 



Elizabeth Gagnon 

Jose & Heidi Gaibor 

Mark & Elizabeth Gallucci 

Bill & Robin Gamet 

Andrew Garland & Foley Mackey 

Ann Garland 

Ripley & Nancy Garland 

Amy Gaston 

Lynette Gica 

Enrique & Juana Godina 

Charles Gorrill & Carin Leonard Gorrill 

Joe Grahn 

Leon & Pat Grahn 

Michael Grahn 

Darlene Gray 

Ronald & Jacqueline Grothe 

Kirsten Gunderson 

Bruce Habegger 

Florence Habegger 

Paul Habegger 

John & Elaine Hafertepe 

Bob & Pat Hall 

Kathy Hanley 

Greg Haws 

Most Reverend Bernard Hebda 

Colleen Hedrick 

Dolores Heikkila 

Michael Henley & Randi Yoder 

Sarah Hillman 

Keith & Kathy Holley 

Amy Hoover 

Terry Hoover 

John & Rita Imsdahl 

Kayleen Ivers 

Mary Iverslie 

Bernie Jaspers 

Richard & Rebecca Johander 

Mark & Nancy Johanns 

Larry & Laurel Johnson 

Mike & LuAnn Kalbfell 

Dorothy Kalinowski 

Pat Kargel 

Ken & Shari Kawiecki 

Thomas Keegan 

Don & Joanie Keis 

Patrick & Ann Kelly 

Gary & Kathy King 

Robert & Judith Klepperich 

Margaret Kleven 

Monica Kocourek 

Rosemary Koelln 

Larry & Jane Koenig 

Ed Koerner & Mary Batzel 

Ray & Joyce Korsten 

Bryce & Katie Kucko 

David & Marna LaBelle 

Drew & Caroline Langfeldt 

Joey & Mary Langfeldt 

Deb Langlois  

Rosemary Lapensky 

Mary LaRock 

Joe & Rebecca Laue 

Jim Lemmer & Patricia Brennan 

Lorrayne Lenarz 

Terry Leonard 

Fr. James Liekhus 

Bradley & Mary Lindberg 

Kelly Lindberg 

Joe & Lisa Loma 

Odemar & Dominick Lopez Portilla 

Michael & Sylvia Lovett 

Heidi Maghan 

Renee Malinski 

Melissa Mankowski 

Annette Margarit 

Tom & Tami Margarit 

Constantino Castro Marin & Judith Torres Lopez 

Noah Markon & Michelle DuPuis 

Shirley Markon 

Ed & Kori Marshall 

Karen Marso 

Mary Marso 

Pam Matthews Kerber 

Terry & Maggie Mattson 

Paul & Anne Maxa 

Chris & Ruth Mayr 

Timothy & Margaret McDonnell 

Wendy & Dirk McMahon 

Joan McMillan 

Donaldlene Meade 

Jerry & Kathy Meyer 

Jim & Kerry Meyer 

Joe & Beth Meyer 

Mike & Kelly Meyer 

John & Theresa Miller 

Steve & Linda Miller 

Michael Mishler 

Dean & Barb Moen 

Sarah Moon 

Phil & Rose Murray 

Jim & Mona Myott 

Nicole Nelson 

Steve & Amy Nelson 

Gary & Karol Ness 

Felix & Anna Nguyen 

Peter & Kim Nguyen 

Julie & Ronald Nichols 

Carla Nieder 

Josh Noonan 

Lynn Norby 

Kevin & Jackie Nordman 

Stephen & Nancy Nutting 

Tim & Margaret O'Connor 

Edward & Kathleen Ogrin 

Michael O'Keefe 

Patrick & Lindsay O'Keefe 

John & Joan Olinger 

Karen Olson 

Catherine O'Meara 

Susie Osacho 

Lemuel Parcon & Maria Flores 

Richard Peacha 

Paul & Mary Peichel 

Jane Perfetti 

Karen Peterson 

Andrew & Melissa Piazza 

Nick & Shannon Podewils 

Patricia Proft 

Mike & Sandra Radziwon 

Roma Lee Rasmussen 

Jeananne Rassel 

Charles & Charlotte Reed 

Patrick & Mary Regan 

Carolyn Reser 

Pat & Pat Rickert 



Scott & Melanie Rise 

Gilberto & Vanessa Robles 

Jamie Rudolph 

Brent & Lisa Rupiper 

Fran Rusciano Murnane 

Frank & Elizabeth Russomanno 

Regina Saleck 

Abraham Sanchez 

Brian & Meri Santos 

Maureen Scaglia 

Dennis Schildgen & Molly O'Keefe 

Diane Schlicht 

Ann Schmidt 

George & Helen Schuh 

Dan & Susan Schuh 

Dale & Kay Schwie 

Jeremiah & Christine Selander 

John & Mary Severson 

Marcia Shaw 

Ed Sieve 

Florence Simon 

Ginnie Snyder 

Tony & Jackie Spano 

Paul Spencer Laven 

Ralph & Mary Stein 

Anne Marie Strabala 

Katherine Sullivan 

Mary Sullivan 

Mary Tanghe 

Andrea Tapia 

Kathy Tebben 

David & Amy Telep 

Monica Thesing 

Mike Tix 

Bruce & Barb Tjossem 

Mary & Robert Ueland 

Donna Urness 

Debra Verber 

Herman & Sharon Viegas 

Helen Volz 

May Walentiny 

Jerry & Mary Walerius 

Tony & Rose Walske 

Steven & Kathy Warmack 

Scott & Sharon Warmka 

Mike & Sara Warner 

Jay West 

Mary Ellen Westreich 

Elaine Wetsch 

Dwayne & Kathleen White 

Abe Woldeslassie 

Paul & Kay Wozniczka 

Matthew Wozniczka 

Brent & Melody Wyrick 

John & Marvel Yager 

Laura Yager Leisenheimer 

Terry & Kathy Zent 

Gary Zerott 

Wayne Zetzman 

Camilla Zimmermann 




